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As of January 1, 2009, the Dallas Police Department has instituted a policy of “mandatory” towing the vehicles of operators who cannot show proof of Texas liability insurance. 
In Texas, 20% of the vehicles on our roads have no insurance coverage. That’s 1 in every 5 cars and trucks, which equates to an estimated $1 billion extra in insurance premiums that law-abiding Texans are paying annually to protect themselves against uninsured and underinsured motorists. 

The state of Texas has implemented the new Texas Financial Responsibility Verification Program (TexasSure) that will allow law enforcement officers to immediately verify whether a driver has car insurance.  The TexasSure program will put an end to the days of uninsured motorists, drivers dropping coverage after receiving a valid insurance card, and fraudulent insurance cards. TexasSure is a database that connects every registered vehicle in the state by its license plate, vehicle identification number (VIN), and liability insurance policy. That means that law enforcement officers can immediately access the database and verify if you are driving without insurance.
There are severe penalties for violating the state’s financial responsibility law. A first conviction will result in a fine between $175 and $350. Subsequent convictions could result in fines of $350 to $1,000, suspension of your driver’s license, and impoundment of your vehicle.
FIREARM POLICY

When there is a firearm, ammunition, magazines, etc. in the vehicle being towed, there are two (2) possibilities: 1) the operator has a CHL that is recognized by the state of Texas or 2) the operator does NOT have a CHL recognized by the state of Texas.


If the operator is a CHL holder, it is the officer’s discretion on whether or not they will return the firearm to the driver. If there is no possibility of concealing the weapon, it will be confiscated.


If the operator is not a CHL holder, the firearm will be confiscated.

The firearm, ammunition, magazines, etc. will be taken to:

Dallas Police Property Room

1725 Baylor St.

Dallas TX 75226
214-671-0909

Tue-Fri 8:00–3:30 p.m.

The firearm, ammunition, magazines, etc. will be kept a minimum of forty-five (45) days while the following is completed:

1) A release is obtained from the police officer or a court

2) An in-depth background check of the alleged owner in all fifty (50) states and the Federal system is performed; outstanding cases, warrants, etc.; all must be cleared and/or resolved before firearm can be released
3) Ballistics test (NIBIN) results on the firearm reported to ATF with no “hits” 

4) Firearm serial number is checked thru NCIC; stolen, used in a criminal act, obliterated, etc.

When all checks, tests, and verifications are complete, a letter will be sent to the owner stating the firearm, ammunition, magazines, etc. is ready to be returned. The owner has sixty (60) days to respond or the firearm, ammunition, magazines, etc. will be destroyed.

When the owner visits the DPD Property room, they will need to provide government issued identification (drivers license, identification card, CHL, etc.), the letter from DPD, and possibly “proof of purchase”. Only the firearm and accessories will be returned on the first visit. The owner may obtain the ammunition on their second visit three (3) days later.  
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